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ISP at Lt. Governor’s Black 
History Month Open House 

In honor of Black History Month, Lt. Governor Juliana 
Stratton invited several ISP officers to a Black History Month 
Open House at the Illinois State Capitol. ISP Captain Natasha 
Lawson, the highest-ranking African American officer within 
the agency, Sergeant Jeremiah Mitchell, Illinois Association 
of Black Law Enforcement Officers (ABLE) President, along 
with Acting Captain Elbert Jennings, Acting Lt. Emanuelwel 
Edwards, Sgt. Joshua Allotey, M/Sgt. Jasmin Dixon, M/Sgt. 
Dontrell Harriel, M/Sgt. Calvin Dye Jr., and Trooper Josh 
White met with and engaged in meaningful discussions with 
Lt. Governor Stratton about the law enforcement landscape 
in Illinois and the great work ISP does each day.   
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This Retiree Edition of 10-43 is produced by the   

Public Information Office of the Illinois State Police. 

Submit articles to: 

Kimberly Runkle 

ISP.PIO.1043@illinois.gov  

Questions?  Send those to: 

Lt. Mike Link 

mike.link@illinois.gov 

ISP Arrests O’Fallon, IL Man for Murder at Samuel Gomper 
Homes 

EAST ST. LOUIS – The Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) 
Public Safety Enforcement Group (PSEG) arrested 18-year-old Ricky T. Clayton of 
O’Fallon, IL for First Degree Murder (Class M Felony). 
  
On December 22, 2024, ISP agents were requested by the East St. Louis Police Depart-
ment to assist with a homicide investigation that occurred at the Samuel Gomper 
Homes located in the 400 block of North 6

th
 Street. The victim, 21-year-old, Markela 

Howliet of East St. Louis, IL had been shot outside in a parking lot and later pro-
nounced deceased. 
  
After a thorough investigation, with assistance from the East St. Louis Police Depart-
ment, the case was presented to the St. Clair County State’s Attorney James Gomric, 
and the above-mentioned charge was filed against Clayton on January 31, 2025. 
  
Clayton was currently in-custody during the issuance of charges. No further infor-
mation is available. 
  

ISP Arrests Chicago Man for Weekend Shooting 

CHICAGO – Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation Zone 1 arrested 
32-year-old Reginald Brown from Chicago, IL for Aggravated Possession of a Weapon 
by a Felon (Class X Felony) and Aggravated Fleeing to Elude (Class 4 Felony).  The 
charges stem from an expressway shooting on January 31, 2025, at approximately 
11:10 p.m. 
  
On the above-mentioned date and time, ISP officers responded to a non-injury ex-
pressway shooting on Interstate 94 northbound express lanes near 47

th
 Street in Chi-

cago.   On February 1, 2025, a suspect vehicle was identified and located on Interstate 
94 southbound near 91

st
 Street.  A traffic stop was attempted but the vehicle failed to 

stop.  ISP units pursued the vehicle and with assistance from a Chicago Police Depart-
ment helicopter, the vehicle was seen parking in the 2100 block of 98

th 
Place in Chica-

go.  Brown surrendered to authorities and was taken into custody. 
  
The Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office approved the above-mentioned charges 
against Brown. Additional charges are pending.  There is no further information. 
   

mailto:ISP.PIO.1043@illinois.gov
mailto:mike.link@illinois.gov
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ISP Still Seeking Public’s Help in Macon County Homicide 

DECATUR – The Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) Zone 5 
requests the public’s assistance with the death investigation of 51-year-old James E. 
Taylor of Decatur, IL. 
  
On May 19, 2023, Taylor was found deceased in a rural area near his home. He was re-
ported missing on May 12, 2023, to the Decatur Police Department and was last seen 
alive on May 10, 2023, at approximately 6 p.m. ISP agents are investigating the death 
as a homicide. 
  
Decatur Crime Stoppers is offering up to $2500.00 for information regarding Taylor’s 
death. Please contact Crime Stoppers at (217) 423-8477 or visit their website at https://
www.maconcountycrimestoppers.com/. You may also contact ISP DCI Zone 5 through 
the tip line at (217) 278-5004, or by email 
at ISP.Zone.5.Investigations@Illinois.gov.  Witnesses can remain anonymous. 

Arrests Made in Expressway Shootings 

CHICAGO – Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation Zone 1 arrested 22-year-
old Kenneth Curry III of Joliet, IL, for Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm (Class 1 Felony) stem-
ming from a road rage incident in 2023. 
  
On November 13, 2023, at approximately 4:18 p.m., ISP responded to the report of an express-
way shooting on the Dan Ryan Expressway, Interstate 94 southbound near 120th Street. The 
suspect, later identified as Curry III, reportedly fired a weapon at the victim’s vehicle. The vic-
tim’s vehicle was struck multiple times, but the victims were not injured.  
  
On February 3, 2025, ISP and FBI agents located Curry and took him into custody. ISP present-
ed the case to the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office and the above-mentioned charge was 
filed. Curry III is being held at the Chicago Police Department 5th District pending his first court 
appearance. No further information is available. 

 
CHICAGO – Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation Zone 1 arrested 47-year-
old Miguel Gonzalez from Waukegan, IL for one count of Aggravated Battery with a Firearm 
(Class X Felony) and four counts of Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm (Class 1 Felony) related  
to an expressway shooting on the Kennedy Expressway in 2022. 
 
On October 22, 2022, at approximately 4:30 a.m., ISP officers responded to a reported express-
way  shooting on Interstate 90 northbound near Fullerton in Chicago. The victim’s vehicle was 
shot at  by an occupant of another vehicle. The victim was struck by gunfire and was transport-
ed to an area  hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. After an exhaustive investigation, 
agents identified a  suspect vehicle and suspect. 
 
On February 12, 2025, ISP agents, with the assistance of the FBI Fugitive Task Force, took  Gon-
zalez into custody. Agents presented their case to the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office 
and the above-mentioned charge was filed against Gonzalez. Gonzalez is being held pending 
his  first court appearance. There is no further information. 

https://www.maconcountycrimestoppers.com/
https://www.maconcountycrimestoppers.com/
mailto:ISP.Zone.5.Investigations@Illinois.gov
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ISP Investigates Officer Involved Incidents 
MURPHYSBORO – The Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigations Zone 7 was 
requested by the Murphysboro Police Department (MPD) to investigate an officer involved 
death. 
  
On February 4, 2025, at approximately 1:30 a.m., an officer from the MPD attempted a traffic 
stop on a vehicle that had previously fled from other police agencies. The vehicle failed to stop 
and the MPD officer lost sight of the vehicle. The vehicle that failed to stop was located crashed 
near south 14th Street and Spruce Street in Murphysboro. The driver was pronounced deceased 
on scene. The passenger was transported to an area hospital with life-threatening injuries. 
  
ISP is leading the open and ongoing investigation. No additional information will be released at 
this time. 
 
LEXINGTON – The Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Internal Investigation is investigating  an 
officer involved shooting in McLean County. 
 
On February 6, 2025 just after 9:35 a.m., ISP officers were alerted to a vehicle believed to be  
involved in an armed robbery in Texas traveling on I-74 in Champaign County. Officers began 
to track the vehicle as it headed north into McLean County. Around 10:30 a.m., the vehicle 
stopped  at a gas station in Lexington and one occupant, 19-year-old Joseph Martin Hernandez 
from Texas, exited the vehicle and entered the gas station. Shortly after, officers arrived at the 
gas station and  attempted to take Hernandez and the driver, 18-year-old Ryan Aeron Stanley 
Hurst from Arkansas,  into custody. Hurst pointed a gun in the direction of officers and officers 
fired shots striking Hurst.  
Officers began providing first aid until Hurst was transported to the hospital, where he is cur-
rently listed in stable condition. Hernandez was not injured and was taken into custody for fur-
ther investigation. No officers were injured.  
 
In accordance with the Police and Community Relations Improvement Act (50 ILCS 727) and the  
Illinois State Police Law (20 ILCS 2605), special agents of the Illinois State Police Division of  In-
ternal Investigation are investigating this incident.  
 
This investigation is open and ongoing. ISP is currently processing evidence and conducting  
interviews. Upon completion of the investigation, all evidence and facts will be submitted for  
review to the McLean County State’s Attorney's Office. No additional information is available at  
this time. 

Woodridge Man Arrested for Possession of Child Sexual 
Abuse Materials 
WOODRIDGE– Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation Zone 1 West special 

agents arrested 29-year-old Bryan J. Odwyer of Woodridge, IL for one count of Possession  

of Child Pornography (Class 2 Felony). 

 
On September 10, 2024, ISP initiated an investigation after learning a Odwyer was possibly  

possessing child sex abuse materials. On January 31, 2025, a search warrant executed on elec-

tronics owned by Odwyer revealed child sex abuse material. Odwyer was taken into custody  

on February 19, 2025, and transported to the DuPage County Jail for a detention hearing. 

There is no additional information.  
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ISP Investigation Leads to Arrest for Murder of Teen 
EAST ST. LOUIS – An Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation Public  

Safety Enforcement Group investigation led to the arrest of 19-year-old Celvin Rogers of East 

St. Louis, IL for First Degree Murder (Class M Felony), Armed Robbery / Discharge of a Firearm  

(Class X Felony), and Aggravated Unlawful Possession of a Weapon – No FOID/ FCCA (Class 4  
Felony). 

 

On February 8, 2025, ISP agents were requested by the East St. Louis Police Department to as-

sist with a homicide investigation that occurred on 59th Street south of State Street in East St. 

Louis. The victim, 17-year-old, Parker Bujnak of Belleville, IL had been shot while standing out-

side of a vehicle. Bujnak was transported to a local hospital and later pronounced deceased. 

 

After a thorough investigation, with assistance from the East St. Louis Police Department, the 
case  was presented to the St. Clair County State’s Attorney James Gomric, and the above-

mentioned charges were filed against Rogers on February 19, 2025. 

 

Rogers was taken into custody in Missouri by the United States Marshals Service and is being 

held pending extradition to Illinois. No further information is available. 

ISP Seeks Assistance to Identify Unknown Deceased Female 
DES PLAINES – Illinois State Police (ISP) Division of Criminal Investigations Zone 1 continues  

to investigate the death of an unidentified woman from 2003 and are seeking the public’s as-

sistance to identify her. 

 
On Saturday, July 12, 2003, a deceased human body was discovered floating in the Skokie Riv-

er  (approx. 1/4 mile south of Willow Road in the Erickson Woods / Skokie Lagoons area of  

Northfield and Winnetka, Illinois). The body was located south of Lagoon No. 1 and south of 

the dam on the Skokie River, not far from the N. Branch Trail System (see photo of approxi-

mate discovery site below). Upon removal from the water, it was discovered the deceased was 

a female, (unknown race), partially clothed.  

 

Information from the autopsy provided the following identifying information: 
Sex: Female , Race: Unknown (possibly White, Hispanic, or Asian), Estimated age at time of dis-

covery: 20-39 years old (estimated year of birth 1964-1983) (the woman would be 42-61 years 

old if she were alive today in 2025), HGT: 502 , WGT: 147 (living weight estimated at 100-

150lbs), Hair: Black or dark colored, long, straight, Dental: Dental care was good with only one 

amalgam restoration (metal filling), and a maxillary , four-unit fixed porcelain metal bridge re-

placing two missing central incisors which were well healed (bridge for two missing, upper 

front teeth). The dental replacement may have happened as a result of a traumatic injury earli-

er in the person's life. Clothing: Black Lycra shorts (bicyclist-style shorts). 
Jewelry: Scorpion ring  (pictured) 

 

If anyone has any information regarding a missing person matching the 

description of this unidentified person, or has any other information 

which may be helpful, we ask that they send us a tip using this web link 

https://isptips.illinois.gov/content/soi/isp-tips/en/

investigations/20250206-desplaines.html or please contact ISP Troop 3 

at 847-294-4400. 
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ISP’s Urban Policing Model Sees Homicides Drop to 6-Yr Low  

 

Model area homicides down 26% in 2024, down 44% since inception 

 
EAST ST. LOUIS – The Illinois State Police’s (ISP) urban policing model, Public Safety  

Enforcement Group (PSEG), is reducing crime and building trust with the community, 

leading to a 6-year low in homicides in East St. Louis, the area covered by the model. 
ISP’s combination of targeted antiviolence details, dedicated investigative resources, 

coordination with local law enforcement, implementation of new technology, partner-

ships with community organizations, and engagement in neighborhoods helped re-
duce homicides in 2024 by 26% compared to 2023, and non-fatal shootings by 32%. 

“Our state has one of the best police forces in the entire nation, and key anti-violence 

initiatives like their urban policing model in East St. Louis are delivering results and 
making our communities safer,” said Governor JB Pritzker. “The numbers we’re seeing 

today are not only a testament to ISP’s commitment to community-building, but they 

are also a reminder of how important it is that we give law enforcement the proper re-

sources and training they need.” 
 

“Seeing how violent crime undermines healthy development of communities, ISP im-

plemented a new, urban policing model in 2020 that has reduced violent crime and 
strengthened public trust,” said ISP Director Brendan F. Kelly. “Law enforcement can’t 

do things to a community, or for a community, but must do things with a community, 

so ISP has dedicated additional resources and partnered with local law enforcement 
and community organizations to make neighborhoods safer.” Since implementation of 

PSEG, which works with ISP Patrol Troop 8, the South Special Operations Group (SOG), 

Air Operations, Firearms Investigations Unit, and the Metropolitan Enforcement Group 
of Southwestern Illinois, the number of homicides and non-fatal shootings in East St. 

Louis has decreased each year. From 2019 through 2024, homicides are down 44% and  

non-fatal shootings are down 52%. 

PSEG also partners with community organizations to assist those impacted by violent 

crime in the Metro East. The District 189 WrapAround Wellness Center (WWC) provides 
trauma services to children of East St. Louis who have witnessed or been victimized by 

violent crime. During 2024, the number of referrals to the WWC more than doubled, 

with PSEG agents referring 271 youths impacted by violent crime. Additionally, PSEG 
agents referred 210 adults and family members who were victims of violent crime to 

the Treatment Alternative for Safe Communities –Community Emergency Response 

Team. The Community LifeLine Family Resource Center is another PSEG partner that 
provides trauma services to victims of violent crime and their families.  

 

Along with assisting those impacted by violent crime, PSEG works to build strong com-
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munity relationships by participating in local events, as well as mentoring and helping 

area youth. During the 2024 holiday season, PSEG helped raise more than $3,000 to 
purchase gifts for area children. Over the years, officers have volunteered their time to 

coach a team of middle school boys from the East St. Louis area for the Metro East 

Baseball League, and regularly go to community centers in housing developments to 
talk with and listen to youth. Each year, PSEG works to expand its presence in the com-

munity. Special agents more than doubled the number of referrals to WWC from 2023 

to 2024 and increased community engagements more than 11%. 

ISP has seen an overwhelming positive response from communities in the Metro East 

and statistics show this model is reducing violent crime. Since its creation in 2020, PSEG 
has opened more than 1,281 violent crime cases. Because of its success, ISP is working 

to expand this model to other areas of the state.  

 
The PSEG urban policing model is being studied nationwide. The University of Chicago 

Crime Lab looked at the PSEG model and brought in International Policing Advisor 

Robert Wasserman, who has worked with law enforcement agencies across the country, 
including the New York Police Department, as well as in countries abroad. 

 

"I spent some time in East St. Louis observing the Public Safety Enforcement Group, 
which is an unusual and quite amazing initiative undertaken not only by the Illinois 

State Police, but also by members of the East St. Louis community," said Wasserman. 

"PSEG is a stellar example of effective community policing and is a lesson for police 

agencies nationwide, including state police." 
 

Federal judges who have heard of PSEG have inquired about the model as the St. Clair 

County State’s Attorney’s Office and the United States Attorney’s Office for the South-
ern District of Illinois have been crucial in its success. 

 

“The U.S. Attorney’s Office is a proud partner of the PSEG policing model, which has 
allowed us to build better relationships with the East St. Louis community and prose-

cute violent crimes,” said Acting U.S. Attorney Ali M. Summers. “We’ve presented the 

PSEG model to other U.S. Attorney’s offices across the country with high reports of gun 
violence as an effective tool to improve public safety and support for victims.” 

Specialized ISP patrol efforts are also making an impact. During 2024, South SOG con-

ducted nine, multi-day patrol operations in St. Clair and Madison counties targeting 
known high crime areas, organized violent offenders, and structured criminal groups in 

regional communities. More than 250 ISP officers from around the state participated in 

Urban Policing Model, continued 
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the nine, multi-day operations resulting in more than 200 arrests and 500 criminal 

Along with additional patrol and investigative resource, ISP has expanded its use of 

technology. ISP’s use of Automated License Plate Reader (ALPR) cameras has been in-
strumental in aiding criminal investigations and reducing violent crime through intelli-

gence-led patrols in the region. Currently, there are 84 ALPR cameras in St. Clair and 

Madison counties, with more being planned. 
 

As communities’ needs for law enforcement change, ISP’s approach will evolve in order 

to provide the best service and greatest protection to communities. 

Director Announces February Promotions 

Urban Policing Model, continued 

I am pleased to announce the following promotions effective February 1, 2025: 

Captain Bret Burris, 5904 DCI Special Operations Command 

Captain Kerry Sutton, 5822 OOD Strategic Planning 

Lieutenant Jeremy Carnes, 6257 DJS Logistics Bureau 

Lieutenant Timothy Mayerbock, 6285 DOP Strategic Operations Command  

Lieutenant Matthew Peckham, 5983 DOP Troop 3 

Master Sergeant Susana Matias, 6151 DOP Troop 3 

Master Sergeant Lisa Osborne, 6369 DCI Zone 4, Major Crimes, Peoria Office 

Master Sergeant Jose Vallejo, 6831 DOP Deputy Director’s Office 

Master Sergeant Scott Wobbe, 5769 DCI Zone 6, Major Crimes 

Sergeant Jeremy Frailey, 5957 DAT Physical Skills Section 

These individuals stand for the mission of the ISP – the Department that is more essential to justice and 
safety in Illinois than any other.  They also represent the timeless ISP values of integrity, service, and 
pride.  They will help to lead the way forward protecting and strengthening the future growth and 
health of our agency using that which is already strong and special about the ISP.  Please join me in 
congratulating all who have been promoted. 

Brendan F. Kelly 
Director 
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Law Enforcement Torch Run Kicks Off in Bloomington 
Six ISP officers were 
in Bloomington, Illi-
nois, on Friday, Jan-
uary 31, 2025, for 
the Special Olympics 
Illinois Law Enforce-
ment Torch Run 
(LETR) Kick-off 
event.  One feature 
of the event includ-
ed young Special 
Olympics athletes 
participating in sta-
tions that law en-
forcement set up. 
  
The six ISP officers 
participating 
were:  A/Captain Heather Apperson, Sgt. Cynthia Pfau, M/Sgt. Amber Dunn, Sgt. Doug 
Raiser, retired M/Sgt. Diane Vanderkooy and Sgt. Tracy Lillard. 
  
For the year 2024, ISP maintained Gold level status for fundraising for Special Olym-
pics.  Over $145,000 was raised from our LETR activities. 

St. Joseph Middle School Fundraiser for Thompsen Scholarship 

On Monday, February 24, 2025, the Saint Joseph Middle School (SJMS) Panther volleyball pro-
gram will be holding a fundraising night during the 7th and 8th grade volleyball matches.  The 
fundraiser will support the Trooper Corey S. Thompsen Scholarship. 
  
Trooper Thompsen was a former SJMS and Saint Joseph-Ogden High School student and the 
scholarship will support St. Joseph-Ogden High School students who want to pursue a career 
in criminal justice. 
  
In addition to fundraising for the scholarship program, members of the Thompsen family are 
serving as honorary captains during the night. 
  
Members of ISP are invited to attend to show support to the family and the cause. The organiz-
ers ask for any ISP members in attendance at the beginning of the 7th grade match to line up 
with the teams for the national anthem. 
  
Event details: 
  
When:  
Feb. 24th, 2025 
Doors open at 4:15pm 
7th Grade match starts at 6pm 
  
Where:  
Saint Joseph Middle School 
606 Peters Dr, St Joseph, IL 61873 
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Faith and Blue in Cairo, Illinois 

On January 18, 2025, Troop 10 distributed food to the Cairo, IL community with its’ Faith and 
Blue partner First Missionary Baptist Church.  The distribution of to-go-meals began at noon, 
and there were plenty of opportunities for officers and community members to interact.   

Pope County Parade Features ISP Troopers 

On January 17, 2025, Troop 10 Troop 10 Special Enforcement Team members, Troopers William 
Reagan and Brandon Kittle, participated in the Pope County High School Homecoming Parade in Gol-
conda.  Golconda Mayor (Elect) Gale Barger, dressed as a “Pope County Pirate”, expressed her appreci-
ation of the ISP participation.  
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Special Olympics Winter Games 

Last week, several troopers volunteered at the Special Olympics Illinois Winter Games 
in Galena, a tradition we've upheld since 2008. From setting courses to handing out 
awards, ISP is honored to be given the opportunity to take part in the games year after 
year! 
  
Learn more about the Winter Games and how you can get involved: https://
bit.ly/432fWsB. 

 #ILStatePolice #SOILLWinterGames  Photo credit: Rich Howe Photography 

ISP Greets Guests at Herrin “Night to Shine” 

Friday night, February 7, 2025, Troop 10 Troopers William Reagan, 
Charles Payne, and Timothy Baker, with M/Sgt. Joe Anderton, par-
ticipated in the 2025 Night to Shine at the First Christian Church in 
Herrin.    
  
Sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation, the unforgettable prom 
night experience is centered on God’s love and celebrating people 
with special needs.   Guests with special needs enter this compli-
mentary event on a red carpet complete with a warm welcome 
from a friendly crowd and paparazzi. Once inside, guests receive 
the royal treatment, including hair and makeup stations, shoe shin-
ing areas, limousine rides, corsages and boutonnieres, a catered 
dinner, karaoke, prom favors, a dance floor… all leading up to the 
moment when each guest is crowned king or queen of the prom.  
  
This was the event’s eighth year and is held in thousands of cities 
across the world.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://bit.ly/432fWsB?fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0XmXXx--AWxfdo-rRj_Es7xEhI5OaJXLa9QrBiEizikxjdLk-z0D8YwIs_aem_aQqMrxVd4pX8Jfebd2N9zw&h=AT2rYCO9ofJM2GWssX5VATkD6Y0GJakg-OChLLryN-MbdoQ71K4buSDq9JhY2FIJg4i4XVh08IwAmUOiCy6qL_Clx
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https://bit.ly/432fWsB?fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0XmXXx--AWxfdo-rRj_Es7xEhI5OaJXLa9QrBiEizikxjdLk-z0D8YwIs_aem_aQqMrxVd4pX8Jfebd2N9zw&h=AT2rYCO9ofJM2GWssX5VATkD6Y0GJakg-OChLLryN-MbdoQ71K4buSDq9JhY2FIJg4i4XVh08IwAmUOiCy6qL_Clx
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ilstatepolice?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVba5Pnm2u46kKdcLPdNhuFFzIp6g0d6MWOOED3ePcST43JwiqsUxnUNgVH1mo3UibWG0I1A99wWyuQZMZsF_jWh5lVz6SN9C0l4fZxPyvXadc1sN3BmQ5Gk0h_jBGYcIYt6yfQYadN8kwSnSmMpl0spPQMv4bySNyxAdSUuqscl62o0kxcno55T1m
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/soillwintergames?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVba5Pnm2u46kKdcLPdNhuFFzIp6g0d6MWOOED3ePcST43JwiqsUxnUNgVH1mo3UibWG0I1A99wWyuQZMZsF_jWh5lVz6SN9C0l4fZxPyvXadc1sN3BmQ5Gk0h_jBGYcIYt6yfQYadN8kwSnSmMpl0spPQMv4bySNyxAdSUuqscl62o0kxcno55
https://www.facebook.com/richhowephotography?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVba5Pnm2u46kKdcLPdNhuFFzIp6g0d6MWOOED3ePcST43JwiqsUxnUNgVH1mo3UibWG0I1A99wWyuQZMZsF_jWh5lVz6SN9C0l4fZxPyvXadc1sN3BmQ5Gk0h_jBGYcIYt6yfQYadN8kwSnSmMpl0spPQMv4bySNyxAdSUuqscl62o0kxcno55T1mkeNLsm8s&__t
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Trooper Arthur Goetting was killed 
when his patrol car struck the engine 
of an Illinois Central Railroad passen-
ger train at the Peter's Station cross-
ing on Route 157 in Madison County. 

 

Trooper Goetting was killed on his 

one-year anniversary with the Illinois 

State Police and was assigned to Dis-

trict 11. Trooper Goetting was a 

WWII veteran and was survived by 

his wife. 

 
Trooper Eugene Roberts was struck 
and killed by a vehicle while working 
a commercial vehicle weight en-
forcement detail on Route 34 near 
Aurora. He had just told a trucker to 
proceed to the weight pit and was 
struck by a car as he stepped off the 
truck's running board. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries the following 
day at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. 
 

Trooper Roberts had served with the 

Illinois State Police for three years 

and was assigned to District 2. He was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran of WWI. Trooper Roberts was sur-

vived by his wife and three children. 

Trooper Paul Clendening was killed 
in an automobile accident on Lake 
Street in Elgin, Illinois. Trooper 
Clendening and his partner were 
searching for highway bandits 
when their car went out of control 
on ice. Trooper Clendening was 
thrown from the car and then 
pinned underneath it. Other offic-
ers arrived at the scene and it took 
six men to lift the car off of the 
trooper. He was transported to a 
local hospital where he succumbed 
to his injuries. 

  

Trooper Clendening was a three-year veteran of the Illinois State Police, assigned to District 2, Elgin. He 

also served in the U.S. Marine Corps during WWI. Trooper Clendening was survived by his wife and 

two children. 
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All Women’s Recruitment Event—March 18, 2025 

“Meet the Women in ISP: A Career Exploration” will take place on March 18, 2025 from 10a-
2p at the Illinois State Police Academy in Springfield, IL. 

Women from all cultural or educational backgrounds are welcome to attend.   

  

Attendees will be able to: 

•Find out if they have what it takes to become a trooper or professional staff and work for ISP 

•Hear stories from the women of ISP and see if this fits your career goals 
•Visit with the women of the Illinois State Police and engage our Troopers and civilian staff 
about all of the different career opportunities with our department 
  

Do you know someone interested in becoming a Trooper or working for ISP?  Invite them to 
this FREE event! 
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Pre-Sale of ISP Heritage Foundation St. Patrick’s Day         
Apparel Ends 2/28 

There's just a few days left to place your order for the 2025 St. Patrick's Day mer-
chandise!  Five new shirt selections are available.  Order on the ISPHF web-
site:  https://shop.primodesigns.net/ispha/shop/home  

Other ISP-themed merchandise is available to order, as well.  Or, if you're in 
Springfield, stop by the Heritage Foundation's physical store located at 1306 S. 
6th Street (just north of South Grand Avenue) to check out their full selection of 
items.  

https://shop.primodesigns.net/ispha/shop/home
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Join Us for Trivia Night benefitting the Illinois State Police Heritage 
Foundation on Friday, March 7, 2025!   

Doors open at 6:00 pm, Trivia starts at 6:30 pm. 
Bring your own food—cash bar available! 

50/50 Raffle tickets and Mulligans.  Prizes for 1st & 2nd place and best 
dressed/themed table.  Limited to 15 tables, max 12 players per table.  

$200 per table.  Register at isphf123@gmail.com 


